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Mann's Mad Money 

By Paul Chesser on 12.2.09 @ 5:34PM 

Since watching the Climategate scandal explode a week before Thanksgiving, debris from 
the mushroom cloud has rained upon the earth, and there are hints that some folks (other 
than me and my fellow climate realists) are getting curious about how the alarmists are 
funded. It used to be the narrative of the formerly mainstream media, when they deemed it 
worthy to include perspective from the "skeptic" side, always came with a "financed by Big 
Oil" disclaimer -- whether it was true or not. Meanwhile the warmists' financial gain from 
the game was irrelevant in the media's eyes.  

It's been widely reported in the blogosphere about the millions of dollars in grants that East 
Anglia CRUnit director Phil Jones collected for his climate modeling, but so far I haven't 
seen much detail about his fellow email correspondents. What about 'em?  

Inarguably the next-largest culprit is Michael Mann, Mr. Nature Trick, who is not to be 
confused with the Nature Boy or the other "Heat"-making Mann. He has had his grants 
available for public viewing for a while, so I'm surprised I've not seen those spread around 
the 'Net. They are right there listed in his curriculum vitae.  

In these days of skulduggery and hack-for-a-hack frontier justice on the Wild, Wild, Web, 
it's a good idea to replicate things. You never know when public records on display at a 
public university might suddenly disappear. So for the benefit of those interested in climate 
science transparency and even Mr. Mann himself ("I would be disappointed if the 
university wasn't doing all [it] can to get as much information as possible" about the 
controversy), I will list here his funded proposals since 2006 from his CV:  

2009-2013          Quantifying the influence of environmental temperature on transmission of vector-borne diseases, NSF-

EF [Principal Investigator: M. Thomas; Co-Investigators: R.G. Crane, M.E. Mann, A. Read, T. Scott (Penn State Univ.)] 

$1,884,991  

2009-2012          Toward Improved Projections of the Climate Response to Anthropogenic Forcing: Combining 

Paleoclimate Proxy and Instrumental Observations with an Earth System Model, NSF-ATM [Principal Investigator: M.E. 

Mann; Co-Investigators: K. Keller (Penn State Univ.), A. Timmermann (Univ. of Hawaii)] $541,184  

2008-2011          A Framework for Probabilistic Projections of Energy-Relevant Streamflow Indices, DOE [Principal 

Investigator: T. Wagener; Co-Investigators: M. Mann, R. Crane, K. Freeman (Penn State Univ.)] $330,000  
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2008-2009          AMS Industry/Government Graduate Fellowship (Anthony Sabbatelli), American Meteorological Society 

[Principal Investigator: M.E. Mann (Penn State Univ.)] $23,000  

2006-2009          Climate Change Collective Learning and Observatory Network in Ghana, USAID [Principal Investigator: P. 

Tschakert; Co-Investigators: M.E. Mann, W. Easterling (Penn State Univ.)] $759,928  

2006-2009          Analysis and testing of proxy-based climate reconstructions, NSF-ATM [Principal Investigator: M.E. Mann 

(Penn State Univ.)] $459,000  

2006-2009          Constraining the Tropical Pacific’s Role in Low-Frequency Climate Change of the Last Millennium, NOAA-

Climate Change Data & Detection (CCDD) Program [Principal Investigators: K. Cobb (Georgia Tech Univ.), N. Graham 

(Hydro. Res. Center), M.E. Mann (Penn State Univ.), Hoerling (NOAA Clim. Dyn. Center), Alexander (NOAA Clim. Dyn. 

Center)] PSU award (M.E. Mann): $68,065  

2006-2007          Acquisition of high-performance computing cluster for the Penn State Earth System Science Center (ESSC), 

NSF-EAR [Principal Investigator: M.E. Mann, Co-Investigators: R. Alley, M. Arthur, J. Evans, D. Pollard (Penn State 

Univ.)] $100,000  

2003-2006          Decadal Variability in the Tropical Indo-Pacific: Integrating Paleo & Coupled Model Results, NOAA-

Climate Change Data & Detection (CCDD) Program [Principal Investigators: M.E. Mann (U.Va), J. Cole (U. Arizona), V. 

Mehta (CRCES)] U.Va award (M.E. Mann): $102,000  

2002-2005          Reconstruction and Analysis of Patterns of Climate Variability Over the Last One to Two Millennia, NOAA-

Climate Change Data & Detection (CCDD) Program [Principal Investigator: M.E. Mann, Co-Investigators: S. Rutherford, 

R.S. Bradley, M.K. Hughes] $315,000  

2002-2005          Remote Observations of Ice Sheet Surface Temperature: Toward Multi-Proxy Reconstruction of Antarctic 

Climate Variability, NSF-Office of Polar Programs, Antarctic Oceans and Climate System [Principal Investigators: M.E. 

Mann (U. Va), E. Steig (U. Wash.), D. Weinbrenner (U. Wash)] U.Va award (M.E. Mann): $133,000  

2002-2003         Paleoclimatic Reconstructions of the Arctic Oscillation, NOAA-Cooperative Institute for Arctic Research 

(CIFAR) Program [Principal Investigators: Rosanne D'Arrigo, Ed Cook (Lamont/Columbia); Co-Investigator: M.E. Mann] 

U.Va subcontract (M.E. Mann): $14,400  

2002-2003         Global Multidecadal-to-Century-Scale Oscillations During the Last 1000 years, NOAA-Climate Change Data 

& Detection (CCDD) Program [Principal Investigator: Malcolm Hughes (Univ. of Arizona); Co-Investigators: M.E. Mann; J. 

Park (Yale University)] U.Va subcontract (M.E. Mann): $20,775  

2001-2003         Resolving the Scale-wise Sensitivities in the  Dynamical Coupling Between Climate and the Biosphere, 

University of Virginia-Fund for Excellence in Science and Technology (FEST)  [Principal Investigator: J.D. Albertson; Co-

Investigators: H. Epstein, M.E. Mann] U.Va internal award:  $214,700  

2001-2002         Advancing predictive models of marine sediment transport, Office of Naval Research [Principal 

Investigator: P. Wiberg (U.Va), Co-Investigator: M.E. Mann] $20,775  

1999-2002          Multiproxy Climate Reconstruction: Extension in Space and Time, and Model/Data Intercomparison, 

NOAA-Earth Systems History [Principal Investigator: M.E. Mann (U.Va), Co-Investigators: R.S. Bradley, M.K. Hughes] 

$381,647  

1998-2000          Validation of Decadal-to-Multi-century climate predictions, DOE [Principal Investigator: R.S. Bradley (U. 
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Mass); Co-Investigators: H.F. Diaz, M.E. Mann]  

1998-2000          The changing seasons? Detecting and understanding climatic change, NSF-Hydrological Science [Principal 

Investigator U. Lall (U. Utah); Co-investigators: M.E. Mann, B. Rajagopalan, M. Cane] $266,235K  

1996-1999 Patterns of Organized Climatic Variability: Spatio-Temporal Analysis of Globally  

Distributed Climate Proxy Records and Long-term Model Integrations, NSF-Earth Systems History [Principal Investigator: 

R.S. Bradley (U. Mass); Co-Investigators: M.E. Mann, M.K. Hughes] $270,000  

1996-1998 Investigation of Patterns of Organized Large-Scale Climatic Variability During the Last  

Millennium, DOE, Alexander Hollaender Postdoctoral Fellowship [M.E. Mann] $78,000  

For those keeping score, that's almost $6 million total for various predictions, models and 
reconstructions over the last 13 years by Mann and his playmates. Note also the generally 
escalating grant amounts in recent years. A lot of that is from the government's National 
Science Foundation and NOAA teats. Wouldn't trains and Tinkertoys been just as much fun 
and cost a whole lot less?  

Anyway, Pennsylvania State University, where Mann is currently housed, is investigating 
him now. Mann calls Climategate a "manufactured controversy." Some alumni are calling for 
his ouster. Will he follow Phil? Maybe they can carry on their pen pal-manship somewhere 
else off the taxpayer dime.  

Paul Chesser is a special correspondent for the Heartland Institute and is director of Climate Strategies 
Watch. The views he expresses do not necessarily reflect the views of these organizations. 
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